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is, so located that a post on one side lies midway between
two posts on the other, an arrangement that makes for
a more even distribution of the light but is commonly re-
garded as detracting from the general appearance of the
street. In determining the proper interval between posts
no absolute formula can be followed; local conditions must
be taken into account. Much depends upon the nature of
the street; whether straight, crooked; level; or hilly, whether
wide or narrow, whether free from trees or heavily shaded.
Something also depends upon the pavement; whether
macadam or asphalt; for a well-paved asphalt street reflects
back the light cast on its surface. Everybody has noticed,
for example, how a fall of snow seems to double the effi-
ciency of the street lamps; yet this is merely the accentua-
tion of a light-colored pavement.

In every city there are a great many suburban streets in
Lighting      which the houses lie some distance apart and over which

outlying                     .                                                     .

streets. there is very little traffic after nightfall. These streets, of
course, have to be lighted in the interest of public comfort
and safety, but it is not necessary that they be brilliantly
lighted, a feature which often serves the city as an excuse
for carrying economy to an extreme, Gas lamps and in-
candescent electric lights are both used in these outlying
streets; the choice is merely a matter of relative cost or
convenience. To be satisfactory the lamp-posts must be
fairly low; but the spacing may be greater than in the
regular residential streets, and hence the average light
diffused throughout the area is usually much less than the
moonlight standard. Thus far in Eastern cities, at any
rate, gas has been rather more freely made use of than
electricity in these thinly settled sections, chiefly because
it is more generally used in the dwellings there. Elec-
tricity cannot as a rule compete favorably with gas in
such regions unless wires are permitted to be strung over-
head ; for when they have to be laid in underground con-
duits over long stretches of street the cost of distributing